10th Grade Research Project

Step 1

 We are not starting a four to five week investigation of a societal issue inspired by a text we have read so far this year. You will research an issue of interest to you; based on this interest, you will develop a central idea and eventually a thesis about this issue.

There will be checkpoints and assignments due throughout the five-week period. You will improve your research skills and track your progress. You will be required to document the sources you use to support your thesis. During this process, we will spend a number of days in the library as well as in the classroom.

At the conclusion of your research, you will turn in a project that includes a thesis paper and a reflection about your research process. You will also share your research and reflections about it with the class. 

Below you will find a list of broad topics you may use for your paper. You may come up with another one, but be sure it relates to a text we have read in class. 

Pick one or two on which you will do some introductory research. Eventually, will begin to narrow your focus and come up with a main idea sentence based on one or more of the topics. This main idea sentence is the basis of the entire project… so spend quality time on it!


Equality

      
Law

      
Censorship

    
Technology

     
Integrity


Fidelity


Deception

      
Courage

      
Jealousy


Innocence


Appearance V. Reality


Revenge


Ignorance


Individualism


Intellectual Freedom


Butterfly Effect

How do you choose your main idea? Your main idea is whatever you are trying to prove. It should be expressed in a complete sentence. It should be specific enough to give your project a clear focus; it should be broad enough to develop and prove with three separate topics.

For example:


Too broad: The world is full of hypocrites.

Too specific: Bill Gates is a hypocrite.

Just right: Many American entrepreneurs have acted hypocritically in recent years.

REMEMBER! Your main idea is not a statement of fact. It is your opinion, which your arguments should persuade others to agree with.

For example:

Statement of Fact: The media is responsible for portraying crime in this country.

Just right: The media, in its often inaccurate and one-sided representation of minorities, is at fault for perpetuating racism in this country.

Just as you do not want be too specific, your main idea sentence should not be too wordy. Don’t randomly or illogically become committed to a particular main idea. You will decide on your final main idea AFTER you have researched and know that you will be able to come up with ways to prove it. 

Ultimately, your topic/main idea sentence will look like this:


“Fact/I believe/it seems… because of this, this, and this.”

